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“You have not only helped three ladies.  You have helped an entire community” 

   
Dear Friends: 
How I wish every one of you could have 
joined me to see the first 2009 Evangeline 
graduation celebration on Saturday July 11.  It 
was a wonderful event that displayed the work 
God has allowed us to do here. Eleven women 
received a new sewing machine and a 
certificate as a reward for the completion of 

the six months course.  They could hardly wait and, like other graduations, there 
were shouts of joy when they received their awards.  Every one of them expressed 
hopes for a better life and the possibility to earn a living for themselves and their 
families.  One lady said: “my family is uneducated and we are facing poverty.  
I want to make clothes to sell them so that it can help me feed my family and 
send my child, who had dropped out earlier, back to school.”     Each person 
read a capsule of her life which she typed on the computer and printed out.  For 
all of them the computer classes were something they never thought they could 
have or would do. 
Sweet Home Farms 
We were delighted to have a big group from Sweet Home Farms with us. They 
came to see their friends Christina, 
Ntombizodwa and Nontobeko graduate.   They 
also sang special songs for us.     In order for 
the women to attend the classes, Evangeline 
Ministries paid their transportation to come 
more than an hour away from Sweet homes 
Farms to Fish Hoek and they did so 
faithfully .   Christina, seen in the forefront of 
the picture, spoke about the warm welcome 
they received from the other women from 
Masiphumelele.   “Even though we came from another place, you made us feel so 
welcome and comfortable,” she said.  The support group at SHF is led by Rev. 
Joy Klimbashe. “You have not only helped three women you have helped an 
entire community,” he said.  He told us Christina had begun to teach others.   



Our graduates 
To conclude the program, Pastor Mzolisi 
Manuel Somjouu challenged the women to use 
what they had learned and not waste their 
opportunities.  He listed many of the problems 
they face in their settlements and how much 
they needed to work to bring about change.  
He said: “What you have in your hand is 
more than a sewing machine it is a tool that 
can change your life and our community.” 

What a joy it was to have him participate.   Manuel is the husband of Nophela one 
of our students, and an assistant pastor. He also works in the store from which we 
purchase most of our supplies.  Now we look ahead to our next class of 12 
students and their expected graduation date in December. 
   
 Thank You for Your Help!  
 I am so grateful to all of you wonderful women of the Virginia WMU who help 
support this ministry with your love, prayers, gifts and visits!  To the best of my 
knowledge, no other organization does what we do here. God has allowed us 
to do something that is unique and life changing.  We teach sewing and 
computer skills to women, many of whom live with HIV and AIDS.  Because we 
believe we must do more than just teach them to sew, we give them the tools to 
help them get started and equip each with a sewing machine.  Some of our 
graduates have found work and others are part of a business we started. We are 
also building a base of skilled women so that businesses and entrepreneurs can 
work with them. We give each woman a Bible which 
we believe is the true guide to all of life.  As each 
woman spoke about her dreams for a better life 
because of the skills she had learned, I prayed that 
this would indeed happen.  They sang, danced and 
praised God in the beautiful traditional dresses they 
made, and your gifts make all of this possible. Now 
there are more requests for us to help many others 
and we want to do this carefully and as God leads.  
   Be sure to check out the website and read my blog! 
<evangelineministriesonline.org>  
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Wendy 
“..Every path He leads us on is fragrant with His loving kindness and His truth (Psalm 5:8-10) 
Evangeline Ministries: 5501 Merchants View Square#277, Haymarket, VA 20169 
wendylife05@yeahoo.com <evangelineministriesonline.org> 

 
 


